The Climactic Moment

God Becomes Man

As the central moment of histoxy drew near, God gave hints to the world of what was to
come. Prophets foretold of a coming Savior (whom the Jews called “Messiah”), who
would suffer as Part of God’s Plan.’ The concel:)t of sacrifice was common throughout
ancient cultures and often signiﬁecl the need for one thing to die so that others could
live. The cgcle of death and rebirth revealed itself in the seasons of each year, and men
made stories to exPIain whg the world followed this Pattern.z These and other hints
would soon be fulfilled in a dramatic Part of God’s Plan.

God, the Son, became a human and lived on earth with us. He was born from a
human mother named Mary in very humble circumstances. God helped Mary conceive
with child even though she was a virgin. Her son was Jewish, born a descendant of
Abraham and the famous Israelite king, David. Marg and her husbancl, Joseph, named
the child Jesus.

Jesus was a mystery. He was both God and a man. He was God become a man.
Jesus’ consciousness of his own iclcntitg was made clear when he said, “1 and the Father
are one” (John 10:30). His life on earth was marked bg life-altering teaching, miraculous
healing, comPassion towards outcasts, anger over religious hgpocrisg, mercy to
wrongcloers, devotion to Gocl, prayer, and love. He was wholeheartec”g focused on his
mission to Proclaim that the Kingclom of God was coming; that this event would bring new
life to those who acccPtecl it, and that the gatewag to this new life was Jesus himself.2

His followers considered him Lord and Savior, but theg were confused bg his
words and actions. Theg cxPectecl an earthlg kingdom, centered on the Pcople of
Israel. lnstea&, Jesus sPokc about being réjectec] and killed. He knew that most People
would not accel:)t his teaching, and that even his followers would be Persccutecl. He
described becoming his follower as carrginga cross—a Roman instrument of death. But

for those who followed him and gave up their own ways, their own lives, he Promisecl new

life—both in this life and begoncl death.*

For cxamplc, see Isaiah 53.

ZSee Everett Ferguson’s Backe;rouncls of Earlq C]’]ristianitq, 2nd Edition, page 280.

3The stories of Jesus can be found in the first four books of the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Lukc, & John. Theg
ovcrIaP toa dcgrcc, but each tells the story from a different Vichoint

*For examplc, see Mark 8:34-35.



He sPokc of a clag when God would make the entire world right, when evil would
bejudgecl, and that those who believed in him would be saved. He spoke of a counselor,
the Ho!g SPirit, who would come to dwell inside those who followed Jesus. The SPirit
would be a seal of God’s Promises for each Jesus-follower. The SPiri‘c would empower
his followers to live in tune with God.

What confused his followers most was when he spoke of resurrection. Mang Jews
of that time believed that on the world’s final c]ag (referred to as “The Day of the Lorcl”),
all People throughout historg would be boclilg raised to life and that God woulc]juclge
them. But Jesus said that he would be resurrected three clags after his cleath, that God
would thus vindicate him—~showing that, in Jesus, even death was conqucrecl and that
Jesus tru!g was (and is) the Son of God.

And so Jesus was brought to trial in Jerusalem, nearlg 2000 years ago, bg the
religious leaders of that time. Th69 brought false Charges against him and asked the
Roman government to have him Put to death for b|asphem9. The governor of Palestine
at that time, Pontius Pilate, at first resisted their demand but then 3ielclccl to the mobs.
He ordered Roman soldiers to have Jesus ﬂoggcc] and then crucified on a cross. Jesus’
followers had scattered at his arrest. All but one hid in fear, and his most outspoken
Fo”ower) Peter, even denied knowing him.

Jesus hung on the cross for six hours until he died. To ensure his death, a soldier
stuck a spear in his side. When Jesus died, Powemcul events shook the land. Darkness
filled the sky, an carthquake made Jerusalem tremble, and the holg curtain in the
Jerusalem temple tore in half. Jesus was buried in a nearbg tomb on the clay before the
Jewish Sabbath, a holg c]ag of rest.

On Sunclag, the c]ag after Sabbat!ﬁ, several women went to the tomb to carry out
a Jewish ritual of anointing the dead boclg. The records report that a heavg stone
guarclecl the tomb’s entrance® and that Roman soldiers had been cmplogecl to guarcl the
tomb. God sent an angel to role back the stone usinga violent ear‘chquakc. Seeing the
ange|, the guarcls fainted. When the women arrived theg could not find Jesus’ boclg.
Theg were terrified when the angel aPPearecl to them rePorting that Jesus had risen
from the grave and that theg were to tell his followers the good news.

Jesus, who had been raised to new boc]ilg life, then appearecl to his followers on

over a ClOZCI’I occasions cluring a PCriOCl O‘F 8bOUt ?ortg clags. More than ﬁVC hunc]recl

’See 2 Peter 3:10.

¢ See Matthew 28:60. Each of the four Gos[:)e!s tell the story of Jesus’ death.



People witnessed his return/ He assured them that he was no ghost. One cloubting
follower was even allowed to touch the scars in his hands and side. Jesus commissioned
his followers to tell his goocl news throughout the world—to share that the Creator had
made a way to live in tune with God. Jesus sPol(e to them about the Kingclom of God
and that soon he would return to the Father’s side. He Promisecl to send them the H019

SPirit. And that is Precisely what he did.

71 Corinthians 15:6



