The Conclusion
This Was Just the Prologue

“The Day of the Lord” is a Hebrew Phrase the New Testament writers used to describe
the final c]ag of the worlcl, when God wouldjuclge all things and make evergthing right.‘
Mang Peo[:)lc wonder when that clag will come. In the earlg Church there were rumors
that Jesus had alreac]g returned in some mgstical sense, but the aPostles (earlg
Christian leaders) réﬂ'ected this false teaching.Z Others doubted # Jesus would ever
come back. But the aPostle Peter reminded Jesus followers that God is outside of time
and that he is Patientlg waiting for Peo[:)lc to turn to him.2

Jesus taught that onl9 God knows exactlg when that final clag will bet But the
Bible hints that the final c]ags will be difficult for the earth. It uses extravagant languagc
to describe People, nations, and sPiritual forces that rise up to cause confusion at the
end. Many People will be deceived bg lies. Christians and others have debated what
these signs Point to and when theg will take Place. Jesus gave this advice about the encl,
“Be Preparch The exact dates and details about our final dags are less imPortant
than our current rclationshi[:) with God. 1f we are filled with God’s SPirit and walking in his
ways it is rclative|9 unimPortant how the events of the future unfold. Our ultimate
clesting is sealed with Jesus.

The stor9 goes that at the end of time God will do away with the current world
and will transform cvergthing. The Creator will make a new heaven and new earth, a
Place for the People of God to live with him forever. The final book of the Bible uses the
image of a city, the city of God, coming, down from heaven. It’s says, “God’s Awe”ing
Place Is now among the People, and he will dwell with them. Theg will be his Pcople, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wiPe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or Pain, for the old order of things

has Passed awag” (Revelation 21:3-4).

'See ZePhaniah 1:14, Joel 231, & Malachi 45, for a taste of Old Testament references. Inthe Old Testament, the Aay
of the Lord often referred to a more immediatejudgmcnt that foreshadowed the ultimatejudgment at the end of
l‘listorg.

25ee 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 & 2 Timot]wg 2:17-18 as cxamples.
5See 2 Peter 3:3-13.
Mark 1%:32.

SMark 13:33-37.



E\/ergthing and anyone that is not alignec] with the Spirit of Jesus will be
clestrogecl in what is called “the second death” (Revelation 21:8) ¢ Both the enemy of
man, Satan, and death itself will be clestrogecl in the second death. Juclgment will take
Place, and God will bring evergthing evil tojustice. But those who have received God’s
grace throug!ﬁ Jesus have been Forgiven of all sin.

In the end, the transformed heaven and earth will be one and this is where God’s

eople will live. We will exPerience God’s !ovc, not from a distance, but face to face. The
Bible says that knowing the Father is eternal life” Those with God in the end will begin
this forever life. What heaven will be like is another mystery. We know that all the evil we
cxPericnce now will be gone. We know that the Creator who loves us has Planncc] for us
to thrive there. In fact, as the author C.S. Lewis imP!ics at the end of his fictional work
The Last Battle, the entire existence of this world has been but a Prologue to that story.
And the D89 of the Lord will onlg be the first page of the greatest storg ever told. And

we are a Part of it.

¢Christians disPute the exact nature of the second cleath, who will experience it, and its length of time (or lack
thereof). Most Pcoplc dort rca”g want to think about it even thoug we are thankful God is bringing evil tojus’cicc.

7John 17:3.



