The Conflict
The Storg of Humanitg

Creation was “gooc],” but was given the choice whether or not to remain that way.

The first humans, and every human since, had the oPPortunit9 to live out their
lives in tune with the heart of God. God is goocl, and his ways bring life. But each of us
since the very beginning have at some Point chosen to go our own way rather than
God’s.! The first choice to g0 against God introduced evil into creation. Choosing
something other than God’s way is called sin, and sin is evil and brings evil into God’s
good world. In acldition, we became aware that there are some sPiritual forces that
tempt us toward sin. Satan, also called the accuser and the father of lies, is our enemy
in life.2 He desires to make us out of tune with our Creator.

The results of sin and evildoing are cleath, disease, distrust, and clisharmong.
These evils have been experiencecl bg all of mankind from the begirmingﬁ As humanitg
made evil choices we became incrcasinglg out of tune with the gooclness of God. We
even turned away from him as God and began to worshil:) other created things. These
things could be ic!ols, the earth, other People, ourselves, or even ideas and Fcelings like
“Pleasure.” Worshi[:) is what we give our hearts to—what we devote ourselves to. Goc],
the source of all life and love, is the onlg being worthg of this devotion. To worship other
things is itself an evil with terrible results. When we worship a created thing we live an
“out of tune” life that can never exl:)erience the gooclness we were made for.

Despite these choices bg humahsJ God never abandoned us. God’s Plan, that we
five in relationship with him, continued to reveal his heart of love and desire. Living in
tune with God implics a relationship. God is not an iml:)ersonal force, but instead he is
the ultimate Personalitg. The good lhce, which each of us was created For, involves a
loving rclationship between ourselves and our Creator.*

God set in motion a Part of his Plan that can be read in the Old Testament. Init
we find the Pursuit of God to be in relationship with a sPeciﬁc People though whom he

1See Isaiah 5%:6.
25ee John 8:44.
’See the New Testament book Romans (cl’]al:)tcrs 1-3,5) for an in—cht]'] look at the effects of sin on humanitg‘

*See EPhcsians 1:4-6.



chose to reveal his heart to the world. God chose one man, Abraham, to become the
father of a nation that would re-introduce the world to God in a most unexPcctecl way.j

God established Abraham’s clcsccnclants, the People of Israel) bg anactof

ower when he saved them from slaverg in Egypt. This famous story, called the Exodus,
revealed the heart of God to Israel and to the world. The God of Israel was the One and
or1|5 Gocl, who had the power to save.

The historg of the People of Israelis a story many will iclenthcg with. Although
Israel was uniquc, its roller-coaster relationship with God is tgpical of most humanitg.
God created a nation who would stand out to the world as the People who follow the
One and onlg God.¢ God showed them how to live in tune with his ways. Th69 eventua”g
agreec] to live in this relationship with God, a choice that resulted in blessings. But
graclua”g thcg chose to g0 their own way and Forget God, which resulted in misery and
death. Ata low~Point theg cried to God for mercy, and God came in to redeem and
restore them, on19 to start the cgclc all over again.

At one Point God gave this People a written code, which thcg simplg referred to
as “the Law.”” The Law revealed much of the heart of God and many rules that would
make the Israelites stand out among the other nations. The Law in itself was good, but it
did not aid Israel in living in tune with God. Instead, it revealed more Clear!g how addictive
sin and evil had become in the world 8 Israel’s story became a story of desperation.
Humans could not live in tune with God bg their own choices, this had become clear.
Theg needed rescuing, from the choices theg had made, and power to live a new way of
life, one in tune with the SPirit of God. This Preclicament is also the story we find

ourse|vcs a Part omc.

5sabraham’s story can be found in Genesis 11-25. The story of his descendants continues to this clay. However, the
rest of the Old Testament sPcciﬁcaHH focuses on his descendants during the time before Jesus.

6See Deuteronomy 6:4-6.

7The Torah” is the Jewish name for “The Law.” 1t encompasses the first five books of the Old Testament (Hebrew
Scriptures). SPeciﬁc written commandments are concentrated toward the end of Exodus, and throughout Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

3See Romans 7.



